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HUGI GUDMUNDSSON

GUPSPJALL MARIU

THE GOSPEL OF MARY

Librettd eftir Niels Brunse og Nilu Parly

Heimsfrumflutningur i Hallgrimskirkju
& Listahatid i Reykjavik
manudag 6. juni 2022,
annan hvitasunnudag.

FLYTJENDUR:

Sinféniettan i Oslé
Schola Cantorum
Berit Norbakken, sépran
Kare Nordstoga, orgel
Hordur Askelsson, stjérnandi

Verkid er um 60 minatur ad lengd.
Ekkert hlé verdur gert & ténleikunum.

LISTVINAFELAGID | REYKJAVIK — 40. STARFSAR

Um verkid

Gudspjall Mariu er oratéria sem byggd er & samnefndum texta Ur papyrushandriti frd 5. 6ld og er

ekki hluti heilagrar ritningar. Handritid fannst ekki fyrr en seint & 19. 6ld en sidan hafa tvé handritsbrot
fundist. bratt fyrir petta er stér hluti gudspjallsins glatadur. Vel mé gera sér i hugarlund ad slikum texta
hafi visvitandi verid leynt fyrir hinum frumkristna s6fnudi. Pad er vegna pess ad i honum kemur fram

su réttaeka tulkun ad pad sem Jesus kenndi hafi verid vegur til andlegrar pekkingar og vegna pess ao

i gudspjallinu er pvi hafnad ad pjaningar og daudi séu vegur til eilifs lifs. [ gudspjallinu er einnig lyst
nanu sambandi Mariu Magdalenu og Jest Krists og gefid i skyn ad hun hafi verid postuli. Texti par sem
konu er veittur adri sess en lzerisveinunum hefdi ekki fallio i kramid medal kirkjunnar manna i aldanna
rés. | 6ratériunni eru notadir kaflar Gr Gudspjalli Mariu i enskri pydingu eftir Karen L. King. Sémuleidis
eru i verkinu adrir textar sem ekki eru hluti heilagrar ritningar, textar eftir kvengudfraedinga fyrri alda og
frumsamdir kérpaettir eftir Niels Brunse og Nilu Parly, sem auk pess settu saman librettéid i heild sinni.
hlutverki Mariu Magdalenu er sépranséngkona en kérinn er i 68rum hlutverkum. Gegnum verkid ganga
sem raudur pradur samskipti Mariu og leerisveinanna efagjérnu, sem eru vantrdadir 4 bad ad Jesus hafi
fyrst birst henni er hann reis upp fré daudum. Inni & milli eru ariur med gudfreedilegum umpenkingum
um Mariu, peettir par sem kérinn ihugar atburdarasina og loks hugleidingar fyrir einleikshljédfeeri sem
vekja eiga thugun dheyrendanna sjélfra.

Programme Notes

The Gospel of Mary is an oratorio based on a non-canonical text from a fifth-century papyrus codex
which is popularly known by the same name. The codex was only discovered in the late nineteenth
century but since then two other fragments have been found. However, a large part of the gospel

is still missing. It is easy to speculate that a text of this nature had deliberately been kept away

from the early Christians as it presents a radical interpretation of Jesus' teachings as a path to inner
spiritual knowledge and rejects suffering and death as a path to eternal life. Furthermore, it depicts
the close relationship Mary Magdalene had with Jesus and that she indeed was an Apostle. A text
that gives a woman an even higher status than the disciples would not have gone down well with

the Church throughout the ages. The oratorio uses parts from the Gospel of Mary in an English
translation by Karen L. King. The parts are supplemented by other non-canonical texts, texts by

early female theologians and original choral verses by Niels Brunse and Nila Parly, who have also
compiled the whole libretto for the piece. The role of Mary Magdalene is sung by a solo soprano
while the choir takes on all other roles. A clear line through the piece is the interaction between Mary
and the somewhat sceptical disciples who question the fact that Jesus appeared first to her after his
resurrection. This line is interspersed with arias with more theological reflections on Mary, choral verses
that reflect on the narrative and lastly short “meditations” by solo instruments that allow the audience
to reflect on their own.



Fra ténskaldinu

Oratérian Gudspjall Mariu hefur 4tt sér langan addraganda. Hordur Askelsson
[jadi fyrst mals & pvi ad ég skrifadi stort kirkjulegt verk fyrir hann &rid 2017 og
ba leitadi hugurinn strax i petta handrit, Gudspjall Mariu, sem ég hafdi rekist &
rumum tiu drum adur og langadi ad nyta i tonverk pegar teekifeeri geefist.

En reeturnar nd lengra aftur en pad, pvi ad & unglingsarum séng ég i
Métettukdrnum og tok patt i flutningi & storum kirkjulegum verkum og pad er
&n nokkurs vafa pad timabil sem métadi mig hvad mest sem tonskald. Pad ma
segja ad fyrstu frae pessa verks hafi byrjad ad spira par. Ad vera ndna hinum
megin bordsins, s& sem semur tonlistina og feer hana flutta i Hallgrimskirkju

af Herdi og songfélkinu hans, er pvi halféraunverulegt og eitthvad sem ég
hefdi aldrei triad ef einhver hefdi hvislad pvi ad mér & koresefingunum meod
Motettukornum i gamla daga. En pad ma lika leika sér ad pvi ad rekja reetur
verksins enn lengra aftur, til helgardaga heima hja mémmu og pabba pegar
pabbi setti ténlist eftir brodur sinn, Haflida Hallgrimsson, & féninn. Pabbi var
lengi virkur i starfi Listvinafélagsins og pvi pétti mér étrilega veent um pad ad
pontunin & verkinu var tileinkud minningu hans. NG, naestum tiu drum eftir andlat
hans, pykir mér sérstaklega veent um ad verkid hljomi hér.

Verkid vatt fljotlega allverulega upp & sig og pad er ekki sist Alpjédlegu
kirkjutonlistarhatidinni i Oslé og Bente Johnsrud ad pakka en hin ték
hugmyndinni strax otridlega vel og fékk hina frébeeru flytjendur Sinféniettuna

i Oslé og sdngkonuna Berit Norbakken med i verkefnid. Utgefandinn minn,
Edition Wilhelm Hansen, fékk sidan Sinfoniettuna i Arésum i verkefnid en

bau flytja verkid med Herdi og Schola Cantorum i Danmérku sidar 1 juni og i
kjolfario verdur pad tekid upp af danska plétufyrirteekinu Dacapo. Listvinafélagid
i Reykjavik og Listahatid i Reykjavik hafa lyft algjoru grettistaki vid ad koma
verkinu upp & Islandi. Eg stend i mikilli pakkarskuld vi® pau.

AJ lokum vil ég nefna péatt Nilu Parly og Niels Brunse, textahdfunda verksins, en
ég leitadi til peirra pegar ég uppgdtvadi ad handritio sem ég vildi tonsetja var
ansi gotott og sé ad ég yrdi ad fa hjélp vid ad médta textann. Ekki var haegt ad
hugsa sér betri samstarfsadila en pau i pa vinnu.

Pad er Strdlegur heidur ad fa ad semja ténlist i verki af pessari steerdargradu en
eins og sja ma af upptalningunni ad ofan er s pattur adeins brot af pvi sem til
barf til ad haegt sé ad koma svona verkefni & laggirnar. Pad eru 6rugglega naerri
hundrad manns sem hafa lagt hdnd & pldg til ad petta geeti ordid ad veruleika.
Mig langar ad tileinka flutninginn peim ollum!

H.G.

From the Composer

This oratorio, The Gospel of Mary, has been in the making for quite some time. Hordur
Askelsson first put it to me in 2017 that | write a sacred work for him, and immediately my
mind turned to a manuscript, the Gospel of Mary, that | had come across more than ten
years before and had wanted to set to music when the opportunity presented itself.

The roots, however, run deeper than that. As an adolescent, | was a member of the Motet
Choir and took part in performing major works of sacred music, which was, without a
doubt, the part of my life that shaped me the most as a composer. One could say that the
first sprouts of this work began to grow there. Being now on the other side, as the one who
composes the music and has the privilege of having it performed at the Hallgrimskirkja by
Horour and his vocal forces, feels a little unreal, something | never would have believed

if someone had whispered it to me during rehearsals with the Motet Choir back in the

day. One could also play with the idea that the roots run even deeper than this, that they
go back to quiet weekends at home with mum and dad when dad put on music by his
brother, Haflidi Hallgrimsson. Dad was an active member of the Friends of the Arts Society
for a long time, so it made me very happy indeed that the commissioning of this work was
dedicated to his memory. Today, almost ten years after his death, | am particularly glad
that the piece should be heard here.

This composition soon grew considerably in scope, in no small part thanks to the Oslo
International Church Music Festival and Bente Johnsrud. She welcomed the idea at once
and brought the magnificent artists of Oslo Sinfonietta and the soprano Berit Norbakken
onto the project. My publisher, Edition Wilhelm Hansen, then recruited Arhus Sinfonietta,
who will perform the piece with Hérdur and Schola Cantorum in concert in Denmark later
this month. Danish label Dacapo will commit it to disc afterwards. The Reykjavik Friends of
the Arts Society and the Reykjavik Arts Festival have together accomplished a great feat in
bringing this work to the concert stage in Iceland. | am very much in their debt.

Finally, I would like to mention the part Nila Parly and Niels Brunse, the work’s librettists,
have played. | came to them when | discovered that the manuscript | wanted to set to
music was patchy indeed and realized that | had to enlist someone’s help in shaping the
text. | could not have asked for better partners in that task.

It is an incredible honour to be allowed to compose the music for a work of this
magnitude. However, as is apparent from all that | have mentioned above, that is only

a small part of what is needed to bring a project of this kind to fruition. Near on a
hundred people have done their bit to make this a reality. | would like to dedicate today’s
performance to all of them!

H.G.



Hordur Askelsson

Hordur Askelsson var organisti og kantor Hallgrimskirkju
i 39 &r fra 1982 til 2021. Hann flutti heim til [slands

eftir ad hafa stundad kirkjutonlistarnam i Disseldorf

i byskalandi sem hann lauk med haestu einkunn vorid
1981. Hann gegndi lykilhlutverki vid uppbyggingu listalifs
i Hallgrimskirkju og vid val & Klais-orgeli kirkjunnar. Hann
stéd ad stofnun Listvinafélags Hallgrimskirkju (sem nd
nefnist Listvinafélagid i Reykjavik), Kirkjulistahatioar,
Alpjodlegs orgelsumars i Hallgrimskirkju og Salmafoss &
Menningarnott.

Ari® 1982 stofnadi Hordur Métettukor Hallgrimskirkju og
kammerkérinn Schola Cantorum &rid 1996. Badir hafa
kérarnir verid i fremstu réd islenskra kéra. Med peim
hefur hann flutt flest helstu kérverk ségunnar, baedi med
og an undirleiks. Pa hefur hann stjornad frumflutningi
margra verka fyrir kér og hljémsveit sem islensk ténskald
hafa skrifad fyrir hann. Horour hefur dsamt kérum sinum
tekid patt i ymsum ténlistarhatidum og tonlistarkeppnum
4 alpjédlegum vettvangi og unnid til fjdlmargra
verdlauna. Hordur hefur haldio ténleika i mérgum
steerstu kirkjum Evrépu, baedi sem korstjori og organisti,
m.a. i Kélnardémkirkju, Notre-Dame og Saint-Sulpice i
Paris, og démkirkjunum i Frankfurt, Brussel, Helsinki og
Basel.

Tonlistarflutningur Hardar hefur oftsinnis verid tekinn upp
fyrir sjénvarp og Utvarp og verid gefinn Gt & geislaplétum
sem hafa hlotid frabaera déma i islenskum og erlendum

bl6dum. Hérdur hefur hlotid margs konar vidurkenningar
fyrir framlag sitt il tonlistarlifs & [slandi, par 4 medal
[slensku ténlistarverdlaunin sem ténlistarflytjandi arsins
2001 og Menningarverdlaun DV arid 2002, riddarakross
hinnar islensku falkaordu ari® 2004 og Islensku
bjartsynisverdlaunin &rid 2006. P& var hann Gtnefndur
borgarlistamadur Reykjavikur arid 2002.

Hordur hefur kennt orgelleik og kérstjérn vid Tonskéla
pjookirkjunnar og & drunum 1985-1995 var hann lektor
i litdrgiskum séngfreedum vid gudfreedideild Haskdla
Islands. Hordur var ténlistarstjori hatidarhalda 1 tilefni af
1000 ara afmaeli kristnitdku & Islandi &ri® 2000 og hann
gegndi embeetti séngmaélastjéra pjédkirkjunnar arin
2005-2011.

[ mars 2022 hlaut Hordur islensku ténlistarverdlaunin fyrir
ario 2021 med Motettukdrnum i flokki hépa sem flytjandi
rsins & svioi sigildrar tonlistar og samtimaténlistar og

i april hlaut hann Liljuna, vidurkenningu pjédkirkjunnar,
fyrir aevistarf sitt sem kantor Hallgrimskirkju i Reykjavik og
fyrir hid mikla ténlistar- og frumkvodlastarf sitt i kirkjunni.

Hordur er nu sjélfsteett starfandi ténlistarmadur

og stjornandi kéra sinna, Métettukérsins og
Schola Cantorum, og einnig stjérnandi Alpjédlegu
barokksveitarinnar i Reykjavik. Hann er sémuleidis
listreenn stjérnandi Listvinafélagsins i Reykjavik.

Hordur Askelsson was born in Akureyri in the north

of Iceland in 1953. He studied music in Akureyri and
Reykjavik, before moving to Diusseldorf, Germany, in
1976 to study at the Robert Schumann Hochschule. He
graduated as organist and cantor in 1981 summa cum
laude. After a year as organist at the Neanderkirche in
Disseldorf, Askelsson moved to Reykjavik, where he was
organist and cantor at the Hallgrimskirkja from 1982 to
2021.

In 1982, he founded the Hallgrimskirkja Motet Choir

and was the initiator of the founding of the Friends

of the Arts Society of Hallgrimskirkja (now Friends of

the Arts Society of Reykjavik). In 1987, he established

the Festival of Sacred Arts, a biannual event on the
cultural scene in Iceland for more than 30 years. In

1993, Askelsson founded the Summer Organ concert
series in Hallgrimskirkja and in 1996, he founded the
chamber choir Schola Cantorum, one of Iceland’s most
distinguished choirs. Hérdur Askelsson has received
much recognition, and with his choirs he has participated
in various festivals and international competitions,
receiving many prizes. He has conducted many oratorios,
often with the Iceland Symphony Orchestra and the
Reykjavik International Baroque Orchestra, and has
premiéred numerous lcelandic compositions.

His performances have been recorded for radio and
television and issued on several CDs. Hérdur Askelsson
has also served as teacher of the organ and choir
conducting at the Iceland National Church’s Music
School, and from 1985 to 1995 he was lecturer of
liturgical music at the University of Iceland. In the year
2000, Askelsson was music director of the events held to
celebrate one thousand years of Christianity in Iceland.
In 2002, he received the Icelandic Music Prize and the
Culture Prize of the Reykjavik daily DV for his outstanding
activities in the year 2001. He was appointed Municipal
Artist of the City of Reykjavik in 2002 and received the
Knight's Cross of the Icelandic Order of the Falcon in
2004. In the years 2005 to 2011, Hordur Askelsson was
Church Music Director of the National Church of Iceland.
Hordur and his choirs have been nominated for the
Icelandic Music Prize many times. In 2017, he won the
prize for Performer of the Year with his chamber choir
Schola Cantorum and in March 2022, he won the prize
with the Motet Choir.



Schola Cantorum

Kammerkérinn Schola Cantorum hefur verid mikilvirkur
flytjandi tonlistar undir stjérn Hardar Askelssonar i 25 ar.
Kérinn hefur & pbessum arum komid vida vid en 14tid hvad
mest ad sér kveda i flutningi ténlistar fré 20. og 21. &ld.
Hépurinn hefur frumflutt verk eftir fjdlda tonskélda og
lagt éherslu & reglulegt ténleikahald og hljédritanir.

Schola Cantorum hefur unnid med fjélmaérgum
listamd&nnum og hopum vid ténleikahald og upptokur
fyrir geislaplotur, sjdnvarp og kvikmyndir. M4 par nefna
Sinféniuhljémsveit islands, Alpjédlegu barokksveitina
i Reykjavik (sem &dur var kennd vid borgina Haag),
Bjork, Sigur Rés, Wildbirds & Peacedrums, Hjaltalin,
Tim Hecker, Ben Frost, Jéhann Johannsson og Kjartan
Sveinsson. P4 song kérinn tonlist Bears McCreary &
upptékum fyrir télvuleikinn God of War sem Sony gaf
Ut &rid 2018 og hlaut BAFTA-verdlaunin fyrir. Kérinn
hefur haldio &fram samstarfi vid tolvuleikjarisann og er
afraksturs pess ad vaenta bradlega.

Schola Cantorum heldur reglulega ténleika erlendis
og hefur hépurinn komid fram & virtum og vel séttum
ténlistarhatidum, svo sem & Reykjavik Festival i bodi
Filharméniuhljémsveitar Los Angeles-borgar i Walt
Disney Concert Hall &rid 2017 og a ténlistarhatidinni
Culturescapes i Sviss arid 2015. Kérinn hefur hlotid
ymsar vidurkenningar og unnid til verdlauna i keppnum
i Frakklandi og & [taliu. P& var kérinn tilnefndur til

Tonlistarverdlauna Nordurlandarads arid 2007 og var
valinn ténlistarhépur Reykjavikurborgar arid 2006.
Schola Cantorum var Utnefndur tonlistarflytjandi arsins
i flokki sigildrar ténlistar og samtimatonlistar & fslensku
ténlistarverdlaunum arid 2017.

Schola Cantorum hefur sent fra sér marga geisladiska.
Meditatio kom Gt & vegum BIS og hefur hlotid afar
lofsamlega umfjéllun vida um heim. Séngur Schola
Cantorum hljémar jafnframt & fleiri diskum fra BIS i
heildardtgafu fyrirtaekisins & hljdmsveitar- og korverkum
Jons Leifs. Vaentanlegur er hljomdiskur frd sému Gtgafu
med hljodritunum sem fram féru i september &rio 2021 i
Skélholti.

Fram undan eru fleiri hljédritanir og fjélbreytt
ténleikahald. Kérinn mun koma fram & KLANG-
ténlistarhatidinni i Kaupmannahofn i juni og flytja The
Gospel of Mary, ératériuna sem heimsfrumflutt verdur
& tonleikunum hér i dag. Korinn flytur verkid sémuleidis
4 Alpjodlegu kirkjuténlistarhatidinni i Oslé | september
i haust. Pa er i bigerd plata & vegum BIS med nylegum
islenskum jolaldgum. Loks mé nefna fyrirhugadan
flutning & Mariuvesper eftir Claudio Monteverdi i
Reykjavik, Stokkhdlmi og Kaupmannahofn & naesta ari, en
beim ténleikum var frestad vegna heimsfaraldursins.

Schola Cantorum Reykjavicensis was founded in 1996
by its conductor Hordur Askelsson, cantor at the
Hallgrimskirkja in Reykjavik from 1982 to 2021. Schola
Cantorum has from the very start played an important
role in the Icelandic music scene with a repertoire
that consists mainly of Renaissance, baroque and
contemporary music, including numerous premiére
performances of works by Icelandic composers.

Schola Cantorum has given concerts in Norway, Sweden,
Finland, Italy, Spain, Germany, Switzerland, France,
Japan and the United States. In 2017, Schola Cantorum
was invited by the Los Angeles Philharmonic to perform
four concerts at the Walt Disney Concert Hall at the
Reykjavik Festival in Los Angeles. Upcoming concerts
are scheduled at the Oslo International Church Music
Festival, the KLANG Festival in Copenhagen and in
France.

Schola Cantorum can be heard on many recordings,
among which are the complete choral and orchestral
works of Icelandic composer Jon Leifs, issued by
Swedish label BIS. The choir has worked with artists such
as Bjork, Sigur Rés, J6hann Johannsson and Swedish
experimental band Wildbirds & Peacedrums. Schola
Cantorum has been active within many genres; for
instance, the choir performed on the soundtrack of the

action-adventure video game God of War, released by
Sony in 2018 and 2021. Two new albums featuring the
choir will be released by BIS in 2022 and 2023.

In 2007, the choir was nominated for the Nordic Council
Music Prize. In 2009, it was named the Official Musical
Ensemble of the City of Reykjavik. In March 2017, Schola
Cantorum received the Icelandic Music Awards as the
Performer of the Year. Schola Cantorum is supported

by the City of Reykjavik and the Icelandic Ministry of
Culture.
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Hugi Guomundsson

Hugi Gudmundsson er eitt helsta samtimaténskald
islendinga og fer hrédur hans i norraenu ténlistarlifi
sifellt vaxandi. Hugi hefur tvisvar verid tilnefndur

til Ténlistarverdlauna Nordurlandardds, nd sidast

fyrir romada operu sina Hamlet in Absentia. Hugi

lerdi ténsmidar vid Tonlistarskélann i Reykjavik og
Konunglegu ddnsku ténlistarakademiuna par sem
hann nam hja Bent Sgrensen, Niels Rosing-Schow og
Hans Abrahamsen. Seinni meistaragradu sinni, i raf- og
télvutdnlist, lauk hann fré Institute of Sonology i Haag.
Hugi er pekktur fyrir a cappella-verk sin en hefur einnig
samid ténlist fyrir einleikshljodfaeri og hljdomsveitir. A
undanfornum arum hafa meiri hattar tonverk ordio e
fyrirferdarmeiri i héfundarverki Huga, baedi ténleikaverk
og éperur, og fyrir pau hefur hann hlotid ymis verdlaun
og mikid lof gagnrynenda.

Hugi Guomundsson is one of Iceland’s most prominent
contemporary composers, with his works gaining ever
more ground in Scandinavian music life. He has received
two nominations for the Nordic Council Music Prize,
most recently for his critically acclaimed opera Hamlet
in Absentia. Hugi Gudmundsson studied composition

at the Reykjavik College of Music and the Royal Danish
Academy of Music, where his teachers included Bent
Sarensen, Niels Rosing-Schow and Hans Abrahamsen.
He earned his second master’s degree in electronic and
computer music from the Institute of Sonology in The
Hague. A prolific composer of a cappella choral works,
Hugi Guomundsson is also known for his compositions
for solo instruments and various orchestral works. In
recent years, major compositions have formed a growing
part of Hugi Gudmundsson’s output. These have been
operas and works for the concert stage, which have won
the composer an array of awards and garnered highly
favourable reviews.
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Sinféniettan i Oslé™”
See

Sinfoniettan i Oslé var stofnud arid 1986 og er

elsti starfandi ténlistarhépur Noregs sem faest

vid samtimatdnlist. Hopurinn samanstendur af
sjalfsteett starfandi tonlistarfélki og medlimum
nokkurra af helstu hljémsveitum Noregs, svo

sem Filharmoniuhljémsveitarinnar i Oslé, Norsku
Utvarpshljémsveitarinnar, hljdmsveitar Norsku
bjédaréperunnar og Norsku kammersveitarinnar.
Hljémsveitarstjoéri og listreenn stjérnandi er Christian
Eggen. Sinféniettan i Oslé kemur reglulega fram &
hatioum i Noregi og erlendis og & i samstarfi vid ymis
mikilsvirt tonskald. Haustio 2015 hlaut Sinfoniettan i
Osl6 verdlaun norskra gagnrynenda fyrir verkefni sitt
Lachenmann! sem frumflutt var i jani sama ér.

Oslo Sinfonietta, Norway's oldest running contemporary
ensemble, was established in 1986. The ensemble is
under the leadership of Christian Eggen, who is artistic
director and chief conductor. Oslo Sinfonietta comprises
leading freelance musicians and members from some

of Norway’s most prominent orchestras, including the
Oslo Philharmonic Orchestra, the Norwegian Opera and
Ballet Orchestra, the Norwegian Chamber Orchestra
and the Norwegian Radio Orchestra. Oslo Sinfonietta

is a regular guest at festivals in Norway and abroad and
has collaborated with various eminent composers. The
orchestra received the Norwegian Music Critics Award
in the autumn of 2015 for its project Lachenmann!,
premiéred in June of that year.

11
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Berit Norbakken

Berit Norbakken er ein fremsta sépranséngkona
Noregs. Auk pess ad vera idulega valin sem einséngvari
i dratérium, passium og messum hefur hdn haldid
einsongstonleika & ymsum hatidum i Noregi. Undanfarin
ar hefur hun einnig komid fram i dperuuppfeerslum

og 60rum svidsverkum vid feiknagddar undirtektir, nd
sidast i nyrri svidsetningu leikstjérans Calixto Bieito &
Johannesarpassiu Bachs i Teatro Arriaga i Bilbao. Hin
syngur reglulega einséng med mikilsvirtum hljémsveitum
i stérum ténleikahtsum & bord vid Operuhdsid i Sydney
og Operuhdllina i Tokyd, medal annars undir stjérn
Roberts Kings, Daniels Reuss, Eriks Nielsens, Mikhails
Pletnevs, Andreas Sperings, Olofs Bomans og Ottavios
Dantone.

Berit Norbakken is one of Norway's leading sopranos.
She appears regularly in performances of oratorios,
passions and masses, and has held solo recitals at an
array of Norwegian festivals. In the past few years, she
has sung opera and appeared in other works for the
stage with great success, most recently in a new staging
of Bach’s St John Passion by director Calixto Bieito at
the Teatro Arriaga in Bilbao. She appears regularly as a
soloist with distinguished orchestras at major concert
halls such as the Sidney Opera House and the Tokyo
Opera City Concert Hall, under the baton of conductors
like Robert King, Daniel Reuss, Erik Nielsen, Mikhail
Pletnev, Andreas Spering, Olof Boman and Ottavio
Dantone.

Niels Brunse

Niels Brunse er rithéfundur og pydandi. Hann hefur pytt
riflega 200 verk ur ensku, pysku og rissnesku & dénsku,
par & medal fjoImérg sigild leikrit og samtimaverk,
adallega eftir Shakespeare en einnig Tsjekhoy, Kleist,
Pinter, Beckett, Brecht, Dirrenmatt, Tennessee Williams
og fleiri. Brunse hefur skrifad skaldségur, sméasogur,
sdngtexta og leikverk og lauk einnig nylega vid

nyja heildarpydingu sina & leikritum Shakespeares.
Hann hefur hlotid ymis békmenntaverdlaun, par &
medal heidursverdlaun Wilhelm Hansen-sjédsins og
békmenntaverdlaun Weekendavisen.

Nila Parly

Nila Parly er rithéfundur og éperudramatirg. Allt fra
arinu 2005 hefur hun komid ad étal uppsetningum,

medal annars { Konunglegu 6perunni i Kaupmannahofn.

Arid 2007 starfadi Parly sem dramatirg ad uppsetningu
& Skriftestolen eftir Niels Marthinsen hja Josku
Sperunni en verkid hlaut Reumert-verdlaunin sama

ar. Nila Parly er einnig menntud operuséngkona og
nefndist doktorsritgerd hennar i ténlistarfreedi fra
Kaupmannahafnarhaskola Raddsigrar: Kvenpersénur i
verkum Richards Wagners fra Sentu til Kindryjar.

Niels Brunse is a writer and translator. He has translated
more than 200 works from English, German and Russian
into Danish, including numerous classic plays and
contemporary works, mostly by Shakespeare but also
Chekhov, Kleist, Pinter, Beckett, Brecht, Durrenmatt,
Tennessee Williams and others. Brunse is the author of
novels, short stories, libretti and stage plays and recently
finished his new translation of the complete plays of
Shakespeare. Niels Brunse is the recipient of various
literary awards, such as the Wilhelm Hansen Foundation
Award and the Weekendavisen Literary Award.

Nila Parly is an author and opera dramaturge. Since
2005, she has worked on a multitude of productions,
most notably at the Royal Danish Opera in Copenhagen.
In 2007, she served as dramaturge for a production of
Niels Marthinsen's opera Skriftestolen at the Danish
National Opera in Aarhus, which was awarded the
Reumert Prize for Opera of the Year. Nila Parly studied
voice and earned a doctorate in music studies from the
University of Copenhagen with the dissertation Vocal
Victories: Richard Wagner's Female Characters from
Senta to Kundry.
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Meditation |
Praeludium

Presentation

"Mary Magdalene was called His companion.

The Lord loved her more than He loved all other disciples.”
"When He rose early on the first day of the week,

He appeared first to Mary Magdalene.” "

Gospel Text |

“She said, 'l saw the Lord in a vision,

And | said to him, ‘Lord, | saw you today in a vision.’
He answered me,

'How wonderful you are

For not wavering at seeing me!

For where the mind is,

There is the treasure.””

Chorale |

Unwavering, with inward joy,

She reached out to the sight.
Serenity immutable

And never-ending trust

Were present, as in noontime skies
On bright and cloudless days
When the light rises

Up and beyond our gaze.

Meditation I
In memoriam Hallfridur Olafsdéttir (1964-2020)

Aria |: Seeking God

"Seeking God would cost very dear

If we could only do it

When we were dead to the world.

The Magdalene was not dead to the world
When she found him.”

14

Hugleiding |
Forspil

Kynning

Maria Magdalena var nefnd férunautur hans og eiginkona.

Drottinn elskadi hana umfram alla adra leerisveina. |
Pegar hann var upp risinn érla hinn fyrsta dag vikunnar
birtist hann fyrst Mariu Magdalenu. '

Gudspjallstexti |

Hun sagdi: Eg sé Drottin i syn,

0g ég sagdi vid hann: Drottinn, ég sé pig i syn i dag.
Hann svaradi mér:

Hve undursamleg ert pu

er pu viknadir ekki pbegar pu sést mig!

Pvi ad par sem hugurinn er,

bar er og fjarsjodurinn.

Séalmur |

Stadfést og glod hid innra

rétti hdn hond ad fyrirburdinum.
Fridseeld og heidrikja sem ekkert haggar
og traust sem hvergi endar

voru par, eins og himinn & hadegi

er dagur er heidur og skir

og ljésio hefur sig upp

og hverfur sjénum okkar.

Hugleiding Il
fminningu Hallfridar Olafsddttur (1964—2020)

Aria I: Ad leita Guds

Dyrt mundi pad

ef vid geetum ekki leitad Guds

nema vid veerum dain heiminum.

Konan fréd Magdala var ekki dain heiminum
begar hian fann hann.

Meditation IlI

Gospel Text Il

"Peter said to Mary,

‘Sister, we know that the Savior loved you
More than all other women.

Tell us the words of the Savior that you remember,
The things which you know that we don't,
Because we haven't heard them.’

Mary responded,

' will teach you

About what is hidden from you.

He told me of the soul's ascent past the Powers.
There were seven forms.

The first form is darkness,

The second is desire,

The third is ignorance,

The fourth is zeal for death,

The fifth is the realm of the flesh,

The sixth is the foolish wisdom of the flesh,
The seventh is the wisdom of the wrathful person.
These are the seven Powers of Wrath.

They interrogated the soul,

‘Where are you coming from,

And where are you going?’

The soul replied,

‘What binds me has been slain,

And what surrounds me has been destroyed,
And my desire has been brought to an end,
And ignorance has died.

| was set loose from the chain of forgetfulness
Which exists in time.

From this hour on,

| will receive rest in silence.’ ¥

Meditation IV

Chorale Il

He told her of such wondrous things,
And she listened with joy.

She taught them all what he revealed
Which they had never heard.

The darkness that confronts the soul

Will fall away and cease,

When the bright daylight

Finally shines in peace.

Hugleiding IlI

Gudspjallstexti Il

Pétur sagdi vid Mariu:

Systir, vid vitum ad frelsarinn elskadi pig
umfram allar adrar konur.

Hermdu okkur pau ord frelsarans sem pd manst,
bad sem pu veist en vid ekki,

bar ed vid hofum ekki heyrt pad.

Maria svaradi:

Eg skal kenna ykkur

bad sem er ykkur hulid.

Hann sagdi mér fré uppstigningu sélarinnar yfir Mattarvoldin.
Sj6 voru myndir peirra.

Su hin fyrsta er myrkur,

su hin énnur er girnd,

su hin pridja er fakeenska,

su hin fjérda er daudapra,

sU hin fimmta er holdsins riki,

su hin sjotta er hin heimska holdsins spekt,
su hin sjéunda er reids manns vit.

Sjo eru Mattarvold Heiftarinnar.

Pau praspurdu salina:

Hvadan kemur pd,

hvert ferd pu?

Salin svaradi:

Pad sem bindur mig hlaut bana,

og pad sem umlykur mig var knosad,
og girnd min var slokkt,

og heimskan dé.

Eg var leyst dr fjdtrum gleymskunnar
sem er timanum bundin.

Hédan i fra

hvilist ég i pogn. ¥

Hugleiding IV

Séalmur 11

Hann sagdi henni pessar dasemdir

og hun hlustadi gl6o.

Han kenndi peim allt sem hann opinberadi henni
og beir hofdu aldrei heyrt.

Myrkrid sem meetir salinni

lidur hja og hverfur

begar dagsins geislar

glitra i fridi.



Gospel Text llI

"Andrew responded,

‘Brothers, | do not believe

That the Savior said these things.
Indeed they are strange ideas.’
And Peter said,

'Did he speak with a woman

In private

Without our knowing about it?
Are we to turn around and listen to her?
Did he choose her over us?'" ¥

Gospel Text IV

"Mary wept

And said to Peter,

"What are you imagining?
Do you think

That | have thought up these things by myself
Or that | am telling lies about the Savior?’
Levi answered,

'Peter, you have always been wrathful.

| see you contending against the woman.

If the Savior made her worthy,

Who are you to reject her?
He knew her completely
And loved her more than us.

i

Meditation V

Aria ll: To the Soul That Seeth

“To the soul that seeth

That we are endlessly oned to Him in love,

It is the most impossible that may be,

That God should be wroth.

For wrath and friendship be two contraries.” Vi

Gospel Text V

"They were distressed and said,

'How are we to preach the good news

Of the Realm of the Child of True Humanity
To the rest of the world?

If they did not spare Him, how will they spare us?’

Then Mary stood up and greeted them all.
‘Do not weep, do not be distressed

Nor be in doubt.

For his grace will be with you all
And will shelter you.

He has united us

And made us true Human beings.

iy
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Gudspjallstexti IlI

Andrés svaradi:

Breedur, ekki trdi ég pvi

ad frelsarinn hafi petta sagt.
Eitthvad nystarlegt er petta.

Og Pétur sagai:

Atti hann tal vi® konu

einslega

an pess ad vid vissum?

A okkur nti ad hverfast hugur svo ad vid hlydum henni?
Valdi hann hana en ekki okkur? v

Gudspjallstexti IV

P& grét Maria

og sagoi vio Pétur:

Hvad list pér?

Telurdu

ad ég fari med fals af radnum hug

eda ad ég ljugi um frelsarann?

Levi svaradi:

Lengi hefur pd bradlyndur verid, Pétur.
pu deilir hart & pessa konu.

Ef frelsarinn gerdi hana verduga sin,
hvad att pu med ad snla baki vid henni?
Hann pekkti hana fullkomlega

og elskadi hana meira en okkur. ¥

Hugleiding V

Aria ll: Salinni sem sér

Salinni sem sér

ad vid erum eiliflega eitt i keerleik med honum
virdist mdégulegast af ollu

ad Guod sé fullur heiftar.

bvi ad heift og dstsemd eru andstaedur. ¥

Gudspjallstexti V

Peim var brugdid og peir ségdu:

Hvernig eigum vid ad flytja gledifregnina
um riki Barns hins sanna mannkyns

80rum ménnum?

Fyrst peir pyrmdu honum ekki, hvi munu peir pyrma okkur?
pa reis Maria & feetur og meelti til peirra allra:
Gratio ekki, verid ekki hugsjukir

og efist ekki.

bvi ad nad hans verdur med ykkur éllum

og verndar ykkur.

Hann gerdi okkur eitt

og skapadi okkur sanna menn. *

Chorale Il

He has united us, she said,

We are one by his love.

Let no one doubt, let no one weep,
Let no distress come near.

We see in trust and confidence

A haven, a safe place;

And the sight comforts,

Heartens and grows apace.

Gospel Text VI

"Mary turned their heart toward the Good,
And Levi said,

'We should be ashamed.

We should clothe ourselves

With the perfect Human,

Acquire it for ourselves as he commanded us,
And announce the good news."”

Postludium

"'Peace be with you,’

The Blessed One said,

'Acquire my peace within yourselves.’
‘Be on your guard

So that no one deceives you.’

'Peace be with you,’

The Blessed One said.

'For the Child of True Humanity
Exists within you." ¥

"Mary Magdalene was called His companion.”

‘| saw the Lord in a vision.’

The Gospel According to Philip
i Mark, 16, 9
i BG 8502, 7
v Teresa of Avila
v BG 8502, 6 + 9, edited
v BG 8502, 10 + PRyl 463, 10
vi BG 8502, 10 + PRyl 463, 10
i Julian of Norwich
x BG 8502, 5 + PRyl 463, 5
x BG 8502, 5, 10 + POxy 3525, 5 + PRyl 463, 10
X‘ BG 8502, 4, edited

Explanation of abbreviations: BG 8502 = Papyrus Berolinensis; PRyl 463 =
Papyrus Rylands; POxy 3525 = Papyrus Oxyrhynchus. — See Karen L. King’s
translation of the gospel in her book, The Gospel of Mary of Magdala,
Polebridge Press, Santa Rosa, California, 2003, pp. 13-18.

Salmur 1l

Hann gerdi okkur eitt, sagdi hun.
Vid erum eitt fyrir keerleik hans.
Enginn efist, enginn grati,

eymd og naud sé fjarri.

Traust og tiltrd berum vid

og sjaum skjélshus og gridastad,
og su sjon huggar,

hughreystir og feerist 6dum neer.

Gudspjallstexti VI

Maria sneri hjértum peirra til hins géda,

og Levi sagdi:

Vid eettum ad blygdast okkar.

Vid eettum ad ikleedast

hinum fullkomna manni,

eignast hann sjélfir eins og hann skipadi okkur
og flytja hina gédu fregn.

Eftirspil

Friour sé med ykkur,

sagoi hinn blessadi.

pid skulud eignast frid minn med sjalfum ykkur.
Verid & verdi

svo ad enginn blekki ykkur.

Fridur sé med ykkur,

sagoi hinn blessadi.

pvi ad Barn hins sanna mannkyns
lifir i ykkur. *i

Maria Magdalena var nefnd férunautur hans og eiginkona.

Eg sé Drottin { syn.

Atli Freyr Steinpdrsson pyddi.

Filippusargudspjall
i Markusargudspjall 16.9
i BG 8502.7
v Heilog Teresa af Avila
v BG 8502.6 + 9, stytt
Vi BG 8502.10 + PRyl 463.10
vi BG 8502.10 + PRyl 463.10
Vit Juliana af Norwich
* BG 8502.5 + PRyl 463.5
* BG 8502.5, 10 + POxy 3525.5 + PRyl 463, 10
5 BG 8502.4, stytt

Leyst ar skammstéfunum: BG 8502 = Papyrus Berolinensis; PRyl 463
= Papyrus Rylands; POxy 3525 = Papyrus Oxyrhynchus. — Visad er i
bydingu Karenar L. King & gudspjallinu sem gefin var Gt i békinni The
Gospel of Mary of Magdala, Polebridge Press, Santa Rosa, Kaliforniu,
2003, bls. 13-18.
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FRAM UNDAN HJA LISTVINAFELAGINU

14. jani 2022 kl. 20 i Frederiksberg Kirke i Kaupmannahéfn

Oratérian The Gospel of Mary eftir Huga Gudmundsson &
KLANG FESTIVAL i samvinnu Listvinafélagsins i Reykjavik
vid Sinféniettuna i Arésum. Flytjendur: Schola Cantorum,
Sinféniettan i Arésum og Berit Norbakken sépran.
Stjérnandi er Hérdur Askelsson.

Okeypis adgangur.

6. september 2022 kl. 20 i démkirkjunni i Oslé

Oratérian The Gospel of Mary eftir Huga Gudmundsson

4 Alpjodlegu kirkjuténlistarhatidinni { Oslé i samvinnu vid
Listvinafélagid i Reykjavik. Flytjendur: Schola Cantorum,
Sinféniettan i Oslé, Berit Norbakken sépran og Kére Nordstoga
démorganisti i Oslé.

Stjérnandi er Hérdur Askelsson.

Midasala & ticketmaster.no.

25. september 2022 kl. 17 i Nordurljésum i Hérpu

Fiorutiu ara afmeelisténleikar Métettukorsins. Stjérnandi er
Hordur Askelsson. Fjdlbreytt og hrifandi a cappella-tonlist fyrir
kér, m.a. eftir Frank Martin, J.S. Bach, Schitz, Mendelssohn og
fleiri.

Midasala 4 tix.is og harpa.is.

20. névember 2022 kl. 17 i Eldborg i Hérpu

Oratérian Messias eftir G.F. Handel i tilefni af fidrutiu ara

afmeeli Listvinafélagsins og Métettukérsins. Flytiendur:
Métettukdrinn, Alpjédlega barokksveitin i Reykjavik, Alex Potter
kontratenér, Elmar Gilbertsson tenér, Oddur A. Jonsson bassi og
sépranséngkona. Stjérnandi er Hordur Askelsson.

Midasala & harpa.is og tix.is.

18. desember 2022 kl. 17

Jélaténleikar Métettukorsins. Stjdrnandi er Hordur Askelsson.
Midasala a tix.is.

p listvinafelag.is motettukor.is scholacantorum.is



