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Fimm krossfestingar, Sky og Marmari

Eg var ad klara malverkid FIMM KROSSFESTINGAR, sem ég hafdi verid ad
vinna ad i tvé &r, pegar Armann Reynisson vinjettuskald kom i heimsokn til

min vegna bdkarkapu sem ég var ad gera fyrir bokina hans, 88 stories around
Iceland. Malverkid, sem er 8 metrar ad lengd, greip hann, og hann sagdi eins og
osjalfratt ad pad vaeri gaman ad sja pessa mynd i Hallgrimskirkju. Eg var ekki
buinn ad hugsa neinn stad fyrir myndina frekar en oft adur, en fannst hugmyndin
968 og hafdi samband vid Hérd Askelsson, sem leist strax vel 4. Svo fér
venjulegt ferli i gang.

Malverkid FIMM KROSSFESTINGAR er i myndréd sem byggir & verkum eldri
meistara, med sjalfsmynd minni, sem er pd i raun mynd peirrar personu sem

er ad skoda myndina, og hugsud pannig ad hugmyndin um myndverkid fari fra
ahorfandanum i gegnum malarann og padan i fraségnina. Bakgrunnurinn er
jafnténa skyjafar og krossarnir mynda geometriska byggingu. Hvort pad eigi

ad lesa verkid sem truarlegt fer eiginlega eftir ahorfandanum, en 6ll hugreen
atok eru i sjalfu sér triarleg. Menn hugsa um pjaningu hins krossfesta, en

fyrir trdadan mann held ég ad pislarveetti sé ekki bein pjaning, eins og vid
skiljum ordid, heldur einskonar upplifun og hreyfing & tima. Malverkid hefur jafn
miklar tilvisanir til médernismans og malverks tuttugustu aldarinnar eins og
trdarségunnar, en breedingurinn er hugmynd um tilvist mannsins.

Or&id madur nota ég um karl og konu og menningu, eda kultar.

Eg maladi malverkid SKY fyrir 1000 4ra kristnihatidina & Pingvéllum &rié 2000.
Myndin var hengd upp 4 hamravegginn rétt vid Oxararfoss og vard Gdinn

fré fossinum hluti verksins sem takn um hringrasarferli og i raun ad sidan
Jéhannes skirari vigdi vatnid, er allt vatn vigt. Hugmyndina sétti ég i pa sému
hugmynd sem er grunnurinn ad blaum himnamyndum i kirkjuhvolfi, sem tengja
saman himinn og j6rd. Eg vildi opna bergié med peirri hugmynd, sem baedi
tengir &horfandann upp i himininn og vi®é hugmyndina um heiminn, en lika inn i
dultidina, sem byr i tungumalinu um tilvistina, um dverga og alfa o. s. frv.

Verki® MARMARI er gert sérstaklega fyrir syninguna, eins og flest verkanna.
Myndirnar eru mélverk & striga, sem syna skulptdr. Med innrdmmunni
hurdirnar er pad sett i samhengi vid viddir sem opnast og lokast. Marmarinn
er fastur og pungur, en performans er eitthvad sem hefur framvindu. Hreyfiafl
er i hugmyndinni um hurd, pé hin sé kyrrstaed, en sjalfur performansinn er

i snlningi jardar. Pannig tengist hann heiminum og hugmyndum okkar um
heiminn.

Oll verkin & syningunni eru & einhvern hatt tengd pessari hugleidingu.

Helgi Porgils Frigjonsson



Five Crucifixions, Clouds and Marble

| was just about to finish the painting FIVE CRUCIFIXIONS, which | had been
working on for two years, when the vignette writer Armann Reynisson came over
to discuss a book cover that | was doing for his book 88 Stories Around Iceland.
He was caught by the 8-metre-long painting and immediately said it would be
great to see this painting in Hallgrimskirkja. | really hadn’t thought much about
where | would exhibit this piece -I rarely do- but | liked the idea and contacted
Hordur Askelsson, the cantor of Hallgrimskirkja, who was right away pleased with
the idea. Hence, my collaboration with Hallgrimskirkja Friends of the Arts Society
took off.

The painting FIVE CRUCIFIXIONS is part of a series of pictures based on the work
of the old masters, self-portraits that in reality reflect the person looking at the
painting. The concept being that the work flows from the spectator through the
painter and from there into the story itself. A monotonous, cloudy sky forms the
background and the crosses form a geometric structure. Whether the work should
be regarded as religious, is really up to the spectator, however all mental conflict
is by nature religious. People ponder the suffering of the crucified but | do not
believe that for a religious person passion stands for direct pain, but rather for a
kind of experience and motion in time. The painting, like religion, is just as relevant
to modern, 20th century painting as it is to history. Both are interwoven with the
existence of man.

In this context | use the word man for both men, women and culture.

| painted CLOUDS for the 1000 Years of Christianity celebrations in Thingvellir in
the year 2000. The painting was hung on the cliffs next to Oxararfoss waterfall
and the idea was that the spray from the waterfall would become part of the work,
symbolising the eternal circulation and that ever since St. John consecrated the
water, all water is in fact holy. The inspiration for the work comes from the blue
ceiling in the church which supposedly connects heaven and earth. | wanted to
connect the spectators with the sky and to the hidden world of dwarves and elves
etc.

The work MARBLE is made specifically for this exhibition, like most of the work.
They are paintings on canvas, showing sculptures. The doors framing them
symbolise dimensions that open and close. The marble is heavy and static, as
opposed to the light movements of the doors. The idea of an opening and closing
door, even if it is static, suggests the power of motion but the motion itself lies in
the rotation of the Earth. That is how performance is connected our ideas of the
world.

All works in the exhibition are in one way or another in connection with these
contemplations.
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Helgi Porgils Fridjonsson faeddist arid 1953 i Budardal

i Dalasyslu. Hann nam vid Myndlista- og handidaskéla
[slands og var vid framhaldsnam f De Vrije Academie
Den Haag i Hollandi og vid Jan van Eyck Academie i
Maastrict i Hollandli.

Helgi er afar virkur i syningahaldi baedi innan lands

og utan og hefur haldié syningar vida i Evrépu og
Bandarikjunum fra arinu 1974, m.a. a Xl Biennale de
Paris i Frakklandi 1980, Thick Air, Fodor Museum {
Amsterdam 1983, a XLIV Feneyjatvigeringnum 1990,
Prospect ‘93 i Frankfurt 1993 og Confronting Nature i
Corcoan Gallery of Art { Washington D.C. ari 2002. A
bessu ari hefur Helgi pegar synt & ftaliu og i Reykjavik og
haldid einkasyningu i Pyskalandi.

Fra arinu 1980 hefur Helgi rekid itid syningarrymi, Galleri
gang, i peim tilgangi ad fa nyja, erlenda listamenn til ad
syna 4 [slandi.

Icelandic painter Helgi Thorgils Fridjonsson was born

in Budardalur in 1953. He studied at the Icelandic
Academy of Arts and Crafts and at De Vrije Academie,
Den Haag and Jan van Eyck Academie, Maastrict in the
Netherlands.

Since 1974 Helgi has been very active and regularly
exhibits his work both in Iceland, Europe and the U.S.A.
To name a few, he partook in the Biennale de Paris in
France in 1980, Thick Air, Fodor Museum in Amsterdam
1983, exhibitied at the XLIV La Biennale di Vienezia, Italy
in 1990, Prospect 93 in Frankfurt, Germany in 1993
and Confronting Nature at the Corcoan Gallery of Art in
Washington D.C. in 2002. This year Helgi’s work has so
far been exhibitied in ltaly, Germany and Iceland.

Since 1980 Helgi has run a small showroom, The
corridor, in Reykjavik. His aim is to get new, foreign
artists to exhibit their work in Iceland.




Verk a syningunni

Anddyri:

1. Avaxtaregnbogi, 1994

2. Soren og ég (Kirkegaard og Fridjonsson), 2015
3. Venus og marmaraglas, 2014

4. 14 stodvar.

(How to teach a dead crab crab about art), 2014 - 2015

Doubting Thomas, 2015

Feeddur parna uti, 2014

Marmari |, 2015

Marmari ll, 2015 i
Marmari lll. 2015

Geislabaugur, 2014 - 2015
Sjalfsmynd med onefndum reeningja f f
og Kiristi krossfestum, 1999 1] i
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Skulpturar i anddyri: i

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Hendi og Nagli 1 - 3, 2015
Feeddur parna uti, 2015
Hjarta (halsfesti), 2015
Marmari, 2015

Prenning, 2012

Myndverk inni i kirkju:

17. Krossfesting, 2013

18. Sky, 1999 - 2000

19. Fimm krossfestingar, 2012, 2015

20. Skissa af verki Einars Jénssonar af Jesu, gerd eftira, 2015
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