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In the past few months Hallgrimur Pétursson has been remembered in various ways. A lot of images have
been drawn up of the poet. You could almost say that we have gained a number of him. This exhibition is
dedicated to the poet and originates from the Hallgrimur of my youth. Hallgrimur from the poetry-book we
read at school, with the strange beard and the sad eyes. Hallgrimur, who wrote the wisdom-verses, and not
the least, the leprous poet and peasant farmer who lost his children.

Hallgrimur was a prominent figure in the lives of my schoolmates and | in Akureyri Primary
School when | was around ten years of age. We were each given a wisdom-verse to learn by heart.
We became committed to the man who suffered so greatly. We owed it to him to obey the wisdom in
the verse we had learned. It was difficult to meet his sad eyes in the school poetry-book if we had been
naughty.

Ayearand a half ago | was invited to set up an exhibition in memory of Hallgrimur. | was moving
to Brighton in the southern part of England with my family, so | gathered a considerable amount of material
about and by the poet, and his handwritten copy of the Hymns of the Passion was of particular interest to
me. | was allowed to look at it and touch it in the National and University Library of Iceland and you could
say Hallgrimur became the sixth family member on our journey to England after that. In a way he became
a resident of 79 Coleman Street in Brighton, although he spent most of his time in the garden.

Excited and overjoyed by the handwritten copy and the proximity inspired by touching it | started
painting watercolours based on the script, watercolours being the most spiritual technique of painting, with
the intention of painting a picture from each of the 50 hymns.

I had my working space set up by the window overlooking the backyard of our little house in
Brighton, around 20 square meters of garden, boasting sweet-smelling herbs, lavender, bay, roses and
apple-trees.

As | was painting a picture from the first verse of the second hymn, the garden in front of
my eyes and the gardens described in the hymns started interacting and a conversation started where |
became an intermediate, errands boy, registrar, care-taker, gardener?

Christ's Sufferings in the Garden

Into the garden Jesus came, Twas in a garden Adam fell,

Gethsemane its pregnant name, There first was tolled God's judgment-knell.
Which signifies an olive press. But here came forth the Son of Man,
Ah! There began His soul's distress, Claimed as His own that awful ban,

Salvation's oil extracted thus Made once more ours the Tree of Life
Brings health and life and joy to us. And weeded out the seeds of strife.

Finally I took one of my 360 grams British quality water colour-sheets, intended as a base for my hymn-
paintings, and took it into the garden. | named the sheet Hallgrimur Pétursson.

The inspiration to this was the leprosy and peasantry Hallgrimur endured and | found it
interesting to see how the paper would weather in the wind and the rain and slowly be eaten up by all the
bustling life a garden hosts.

I slowly started to realize the complexity of this act, although it had seemed almost childishly
simple at first.

This was the start of an almost daily fellowship between me and Hallgrimur in the garden. | saw
that the garden’s nature, whatever the garden was, painted more amazing pictures on the sheet of paper,
Hallgrimur, than my own water colours could ever be. My tiny garden in Brighton became the barnyard at
Saurber in Hvalfjardarstrond where Gudridur Simonardéttir grew exotic herbs from the Barbary to ease
her husband’s sufferings. We go to Getsemane and on to Eden. Hallgrimur the water color-sheet becomes
Jesus and Jesus turns into us sinners and another round it goes. It took Hallgrimur 360 days to disappear
completely and turn into a flower which turned into an apple which most likely has become earth again or
possibly a new Hallgrimur.

When Hallgrimur had become invisible through the leaves and dirt | washed him in the kitchen-
sink. | photographed the whole process. The base of the exhibition in the lobby of Hallgrimur's church is
these photographs. | hope it may be cause for speculation on the circle of nature, which we can call eternity,
and what you can read, and how, from sheets of paper, both plain and covered in writing.

Ps.When Hallgrimur had been in the garden for some while | put another sheet next to him and named that
Gudridur Simonardottir. Gudridur disappeared in a bad storm on the 5th of February and could not be found
again, despite a thorough search. On the 10th of April | found Gudridur, much to my surprise. She had been
lost in my little garden for over two months. She did not look too good, and had practically disintegrated.
I took a photograph of her remains with the garden as a backdrop and used in a painting which refers to her
stay in Northern-Africa under Islamic reign.

SBB.
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A sidustu manudum hefur Hallgrims Péturssonar verid minnst 4 fj6lbreyttan hatt. Margar myndir hafa verid
dregnar upp af skaldinu. Pad ma segja ad vid séum morgum Hallgrimum rikari. Pessi syning er tileinkud
0g sprottin upp Ur Hallgrimi @sku minnar. Hallgrimi skélaljédanna, med skeggid skritna og dopru augun.
Hallgrimi heilrdavisnanna og ekki sist holdsveika skaldinu sem hokradi og missti born.

Um tiu dra aldurinn var Hallgrimur mjog fyrirferdamikil persona f lifi okkar sklasystkinanna
i Barnaskola Akureyrar. Hvert okkar fékk sina heilredavisuna til ad lera utanad. Vid urdum skuldbundin
manninum sem hjadist svona mikid. Hann tti pad inni hja okkur ad vio hlyddum heilredunum f visunum
sem vid lerdum. Ef vid hofoum verid dpekk var erfitt ad maeta dopru augnarddi hans f Skolaljédunum.

Fyrir halfu 68ru ari var mér bodid ad gera syningu i minningu Hallgrims. Eg var & leid utan
til 4rsdvalar i Brighton & sudurstrond Englands med fidlskyldu minni. Eg vidadi pvi ad mér toluverdu
efni um og eftir skaldid og vakti eiginhandarrit Hallgrims af Passiusalmunum sérstaka athygli mina.
Eq fékk ad skodia og handleika pad f bjédarbokhladunni og ma segja ad eftir bad hafi Hallgrimur ordid sjotti
fiolskyldumedlimurinn { ferdinni okkar til Englands. Hann vard & vissan hatt heimilisfastur @ 79 Coleman
Street { Brighton. Mestum tima eyddi hann pé i gardinum.

Uppnuminn af snotru eigihandarritinu og peirri naleegd sem skapadist vid ad handleika pad, ték
éq til vid ad mala vatnslitamyndir byggdar  handritinu, enda vatnslitur andlegasta malarataknin. Hugdist
ég gera ollum 50 salmunum skil { myndverkum.

[ litla hisinu okkar  Brighton hafdi ég vinnuadstddu vid glugga sem visadi Gt f bakgard, um 20
fermetra, groskumikinn, sem skartadi itmandi kryddjurtum, lavander og lrvidi, résum og eplatré.

Pegar ég var ad mala mynd upp Gr ddrum passiusalmi, fyrsta versi for af stad virkni milli
gardsins fyrir framan augun & mér og gardanna f salminum. bad var hafid samtal par sem ég vard adur en
yfir lauk adeins millilidur, sendisveinn, skrasetjari, adhlynnandi, gardyrkjumadur?

ANNAR SALMUR
Um Kristi kvol { grasgardinum.

Jesti gekk inn { grasgard pann, [ aldigardi pa Adam braut,
Getsemane er nefndur hann. aftur Jesis pad beeta hlaut

Af oliuprdgan sd auknafn bar,
oliutréd rétta Herrann var,
olium hjalpradis allra first
af hans Lifi par pressadist.

aldigardseikin dvoxt gaf,

eymd, synd og daudi kom par af.

[ aldingardinum Ljdft lifsins tréd
ifgunar frjévgun veita réo.

Pad vard (r ad ég tok eina af vondudu 360 gramma, bresku vatnslitaorkunum sem a&tlud var sem undirlag
fyrir salmamyndir minar og fér med hana Gt { gard. Eq lagdi hana & stéttina og kalladi hana Hallgrim
Pétursson.

Kveikjan ad pessu var holdsveikin og hokrid & Hallgrimi, mér fannst forvitnilegt ad sja hvernig
pappirinn myndi vedrast { rokinu og rigningunni og étast upp af pvi idandi lifi sem einn grosugur gardur ber.

Smatt og smatt gerdi ég mér grein fyrir hve margslungin pessi verknadur var, b6 hann virtist
nestum barnslega einfaldur i fyrstu.

[ gang for nastum pvi daglegur samgangur okkar Hallgrims { gardinum. Eq s& ad nattdra gardsins,
hvada gardur sem petta var, maladi magnadri myndir 4 vatnslitapappirinn, Hallgrim, en vatnslitamyndirnar
minar gatu ordid. Gardurinn minn Litli i Brightan, vard ad bajarhladinu d Saurba 4 Hvalfjardarstrond par sem
Gudridur Simonardéttir rektadi framandi jurtir r barbarfinu manni sinum til liknar. Sidan ad Getsemane svo
Eden. Vatnslitadrkin Hallgrimur verdur ad Jesd og Jesd verdur ad okkur, syndurunum og svo for petta allt
annan hring. bad ték Hallgrim 360 daga ad hverfa alveg og samlagast gardinum og verda ad blomi sem vard
ad epli sem er sennilega ordid ad moldu aftur eda kannski ad nyjum Hallgrimi.
begar ekki sast lengur { Hallgrim fyrir laufum og dprifum pvodi ég hann i eldhisvaskinum. Eq gekk lika
um gardinn og leitadi ad taknum og visunum. Allan bennan framgang myndadi ég. par [josmyndir mynda
syninguna { andyri kirkjunnar hans Hallgrims hér & holtinu. Eq vona ad hin geti ordid tilefni til vangaveltna
um hringrdsina i nattdrunni sem vio getum kallad eilifd og hvad lesa md og hvernig af blodum bdi audum
0g péttskrifudum.

Ps. begar nokkud var lidio & dvol Hallgrims { gardinum setti ég adra ork Gt i gard vid hlid Hallgrims. Hana
kalladi éq Gudridi Simonardéttur. | miklu dvedri 5. febrdar hvarf Gudridur og fannst ekki pratt fyrir mikla
leit. Pann 10. april fann ég pd Gudridi aftur mér til mikillar undrunar. Han var pd bdin ad vera tynd i rima
tvo manudi { litla gardinum. Pad var satt ad segja ekki sjon ad sja hana, hin var ordin ad nastum engu. Eg
tok mynd af pvi sem eftir var med gardinn sem baksvid. Ur peim efnivid bj ég til mynd sem visar til vistar
hennar i Nordur Afriku f islomskum sio.
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